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structure resemb�ing that of the Trifid Nebu�a

(�2�� in Sagittarius:
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Li�e Wi��iam Hersche� before him� Wo�f

be�ie�ed in the �ossibi�it� that the �ocation �ithin

these ste��ar "�oids" of the Cocoon and other

extended nebu�ae � such as the Rho O�hiuchi

and Eta Carinae nebu�ae � �as not coincidenta�:
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Wo�f a�so noticed the existence of some

brighter suns �ithin the confines of the Cocoon�

Toda� �e �no� of some 11� stars as faint as 1�th

magnitude inside the nebu�a� These constitute a

�er� �oung c�uster� as do the stars at the heart of

the great Orion Nebu�a (�42�� and man�

authorities ha�e e uated !C

514# �ith this �oung c�uster� But Brent Archina�

of the U�S� Na�a� Obser�ator� notes that the

Cocoon is "another case �here the Ca�d�e��

Cata�og has it right and e�er�one e�se has it

�rong� !C 514# (the Cocoon Nebu�a� is the

nebu�a� �hi�e Co��inder 4�� (not !C 514#� is the

correct name of the c�uster� Es�in and Wo�f

inde�endent�� disco�ered the nebu�a and are

credited in the $%&') *+/+0367'89 !;�e �oo�ed at the

disco�er� references and the� ma�e no re�ort of

a c�uster here� Co��inder �as a��arent�� the first

to notice the c�uster�"

To trac� do�n the Cocoon� first �ocate the

4th<magnitude star Pi= >@=� C�gni some 2½° east<

northeast of the stunning o�en c�uster �DF� No�

sim��� cast �our gaGe south of that star unti� the

bright�� g�o�ing star c�ouds of the C�gnus �i���

Wa� gradua��� fade into a �ortex of dar�

materia�� The dar� �ortex is but a concentrated

section of a �arger� s�ight�� e��i�tica� �eb of dar�

concentric �eins dra�ing the region� The entire

�eb measures about 2J in diameterK its

�esternmost edge (not ��otted here� near�� abuts

�DF� �hi�e its eastern edge sto�s Qust sh� of !C

514#� !t is out of this b�ac� cob�eb that a dar��

narro� stream emerges to
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Bef�re m�ving �n t� the next Ca�dwe�� �b�ect, be

sure t� check �ut the �arge, scattered �pen c�uster

NGC 7��� in Lacerta� (Be carefu� n�t t� c�nfuse

NGC 7��� with NGC 7���, which is M3��) NGC

7��� �ies �2 east-s�utheast �f the C�c��n, shines

at magnitude 6�7, and spans ��� � near�y a fu��

M��n diameter�

A�th�ugh the NGC 7��� fie�d ���ks rich with

stars, �n�y ab�ut �� �f them are true c�uster

members, with the brightest shining between �th

and 1�th magnitude, making the c�uster an

impressive view in a 4-inch te�esc�pe� L��k f�r a

���se and �a	y 	ig	agging stream �f stars, m�st �f

which �ie near the c�uster�s center�
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